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CONFINED SPACES DESIGNATED ROLES   
 
A confined Space team will consist of:  
 

1. Authorized Entrants 

2. AƩendants  

3. Entry Supervisors  

4. Rescue/Emergency personnel  

AUTHORIZED ENTRANT   
 
The entrant is the employee entering the confined space to complete a 
work task.  

Entry is defined as any 
part of the human 
body crossing the 
entrance threshold 
into the confined 
space. This may 
include a hand, a leg, 
the head, or the enƟre 
body.  

While other members of the task team may be exposed to injury during a rescue a empt, the entrant is the 
primary team member at risk.  

It is important, and required, that the entrant be fully educated on the environment in which the work will 
be done, as well as on his responsibili es as the entrant. 

OSHA-recognized responsibili es of the entrant are:  

• Wear personal protecƟon equipment (PPE) appropriate for the work procedure as well as to address any 
safety hazards in the confined space.  

• The status of the entrant will be monitored by an aƩendant. It is required of the entrant to maintain all 
necessary communicaƟon that will inform the aƩendant of his or her status.  

• Recognize signs and symptoms of an impending potenƟal injury. Having detailed knowledge of the hazards 
involved with a given confined space will allow the entrant to anƟcipate and respond to the onset of injury.  

• Understand and recognize fail-safe alarms and noƟficaƟons that would indicate the need to evacuate.  

• Evacuate immediately in the event of an emergency, or should the aƩendant or supervisor issue an order of 
evacuaƟon. 



ATTENDANT 
OSHA defines “the a endant” as the employee who will remain outside of one or 
more confined spaces and monitor the condi ons of the entrants. 
The aƩendant will be fully informed on and trained in all procedures and 
potenƟal hazards outlined in the permit.  

Should the confined space require a permit, the permit will list and clarify 
the authorized methods of communicaƟon by which the aƩendant will 
remain in contact with the entrant.  

The aƩendant will remain outside of the confined 
space, prepared to give the order to evacuate 
should an emergency arise, and to engage rescue 
procedures or contact rescue personnel should 
the entrant be unable to evacuate. 

Monitor acƟvity within and outside of the 
confined space. You should be vigilant in recognizing the onset of a 
hazardous situaƟon whether it manifests inside or out. 

 It is also the aƩendant's responsibility to keep unauthorized 
employees away from the confined space. If more than one entrant 
is involved in the procedure, the aƩendant will keep a steady head 
count in order to monitor entrants entering and exiƟng, and to 
have a consistent count of entrants within the space.  

If an unauthorized employee enters the confined space, the 
aƩendant must order them to leave immediately and noƟfy the 
entrant(s) and supervisor of the breach.  

As the a endant, monitoring the situa on and environment 
within the confined space and its entrant is your sole and primary 
responsibility. You are not allowed to perform other tasks which 
will inhibit your ability to monitor and protect the entrant.  

ENTRY SUPERVISOR  
 
Are responsible for determining acceptable entry condi ons. The entry supervisor must: 

 •    Verify acceptable entry condiƟons are present prior to entry. 
•    Verify entry permit has been completed and is correct. 
•    Verify all tests required by permit have been conducted. 
•    Verify all procedures and equipment specified by permit are in  
       place. 
•    Verify rescue service is in place. 
•    Authorizes and Terminates entry permit as required. 



RESPONSIBILITIES OF ALL  
 
Everyone involved with confined space work must: 

 •   Know the potenƟal hazards of the confined space entry. 
•    Signs, symptoms, and consequences of exposure to the hazard. 
•    Possible behavioral effects from exposure. 
•    Know how to use the PPE for entry and the  
•    Monitor acƟviƟes inside and outside the space related to entry. 
limitaƟons of the PPE. 
•    Exit space immediately at any sign of a prohibited condiƟon or 
evacuaƟon order. 
•    Keep unauthorized people out and away from the confined 
space. 
 

PREVENT CONFINED SPACE INJURIES  

• Treat ALL confined spaces as hazardous. 

• NEVER enter unƟl air is tested and safe. 

• Have safe and dependable communicaƟon between entrant and 
aƩendant. 

• Know how to use all safety equipment required for entry. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

OSHA Case Reference: 
Municipal Sewer LiŌ StaƟon Fatality 
Date: May 16, 2017 
LocaƟon: Key Largo, Florida 
 
Two municipal workers were assigned to 
work at a sewer liŌ staƟon, a permit-
required confined space. One worker 
entered the space and was overcome by 
a toxic, oxygen-deficient atmosphere. A 
second worker entered the space to 
rescue him. Both workers collapsed and 
died. 
 
This case shows why confined space roles 
must be assigned and enforced before 
entry. There was no conƟnuous 
aƩendant monitoring the entrant and no 
one controlling access to the space. 
 
The aƩendant’s role is to prevent unsafe 
entry and coordinate emergency 
response. They are not to enter the 
space. 

 
This case demonstrates why entrant, 
aƩendant, and supervisor roles must be 
established and enforced before entry. 


