Soton SHARP START Zi

June 16 — The Fire You Don’t See

it caught fire and was burning unnoticed

While welding a spark landed on a shop rag.

Made the welder aware of the fire and had him
put it out and clean around his area. after the
rag was completely out it was put it the proper
container

Most people think of hot work hazards as the sparks they can see.

The bigger danger is often the fire they don't.

During a welding task, a spark landed on a shop rag and ignited it. The rag began burning unnoticed while
work continued in the area. Fortunately, an employee observed the fire, alerted the welder, and ensured the
fire was extinguished. The area was cleaned, and the rag was properly disposed of once it was completely out.

At first, this may seem like a small incident. A rag caught fire, someone noticed it, and it was put out. But many
workplace fires begin in exactly the same way. A single spark finds combustible material, starts smoldering,
and remains undetected long enough to spread beyond the immediate work area.

Hot work activities such as welding, cutting, and grinding create sparks that can travel farther than many
people realize. While most employees focus on the work itself, it's easy to become so engaged in the task that
hazards developing nearby go unnoticed. That's why housekeeping, fire watches, and maintaining awareness
of surrounding conditions are critical parts of every hot work operation.

In this case, the employee recognized the hazard before it had an opportunity to grow into something much
more serious. A small fire that is identified immediately is an inconvenience. A small fire that goes unnoticed

can become an emergency.

Hazards

Fire and explosion hazard
Ignition of combustible materials
Property damage

Smoke exposure

Words of Wisdom

o Burns
. Loss of situational awareness during hot
work

The job isn't finished when the welding starts. Maintaining awareness of the surrounding area is just as
important as performing the work itself. Sparks don't always land where we expect them to.

Pause and Think

e What combustible materials are commonly found near hot work activities?

Closing Thought

Why can small fires go unnoticed during welding or cutting operations?

What responsibilities does a fire watch have during hot work?

How can housekeeping reduce the risk of hot work fires?

What could have happened if the burning rag had not been discovered right away

The spark that starts a fire is rarely the problem. The fire that goes unnoticed is.




