
 
May 25 — You Don’t Always Notice It 

While I was working on 3-4-5 WFD inside I was just 
tightening bolts on the drag from the head all the way 
down to the tail when my supervisor all the sudden 
grabs me and helps me get out of the room because 
it’s filled with thick smoke making me unable to see 
anywhere. Apparently, I was in there for a decent 
length of time by myself before noticing which 
caused me to feel a little sick after I was out 

Remove the hazard by removing myself 
and getting the heck out of the area 
because if I was in there any longer I could 
have passed out genuinely and it could’ve 
been a very bad situation. 

 

He was just working.  Tightening bolts.  Moving from one end to the other.  Focused on the task.  Nothing out 
of the ordinary.  No alarm.  No immediate signal to stop.  And that’s the problem. 

The environment changed…but it didn’t demand attention right away.  The smoke built up.  Slow enough to 
miss.  Gradual enough to ignore.  Until it wasn’t. 

By the time it was obvious, visibility was gone.  Air quality was compromised.  And he had already been in it 
longer than he realized.  That’s the danger with atmospheres. 

They don’t always hit you instantly.  They build.  And when you’re focused on the job, that change can go 
unnoticed.  It took someone else stepping in physically pulling him out to break that moment. 

Because once you’re affected, your ability to recognize the hazard drops even more.  This wasn’t about doing 
something wrong.  It was about not recognizing how quickly conditions can change around you. 

Hazards 
 Reduced visibility from smoke 
 Inhalation of harmful atmosphere 
 Oxygen displacement / air quality issues 

 Working alone in changing conditions 
 Delayed recognition of hazard

 

Stats 
 Many atmospheric incidents occur due to delayed recognition 
 Workers in enclosed or semi-enclosed spaces are at higher risk 
 Exposure effects can begin before the hazard is fully recognized 
 Working alone increases time to intervention 

 

Words of Wisdom 
 If it’s changing, it’s already a problem 
 You won’t always notice it in time 
 Pay attention to the environment not just the task 

 

Pause and Think  
When you’re focused on the job, everything else fades into the background. 
 
Sounds.  Smells.  Changes in the environment. 
 
That’s when conditions can shift without you realizing it. 
 
And the longer you stay in it, the harder it is to recognize what’s happening. 
 

 Am I paying attention to the environment around me? 
 Would I recognize a slow change in conditions? 
 Do I rely on others to catch what I might miss? 
 Am I working in a way where someone can reach me if something goes wrong? 


