
 
February 25 — Respiratory Hazard 
While the guy is working inside this bubble, it 
was getting dusty. I told him to go get dust 
mask that stuff is fertilizer. 

They told me why the wind wasn’t blowing 
and it wasn’t that bad of a dust. I said go get 
some anyway you always need dust mask 
inside this bubble, but it won’t get to your 
lungs and nothing like that and have 
problems later on down the line. 

 

While a worker was performing tasks inside a containment 
bubble, dust levels began to increase in the enclosed area. 
The worker was advised to stop and obtain a dust mask before 
continuing, as the material being disturbed was fertilizer dust. 

Dust in an enclosed space doesn’t just affect visibility it affects breathing. Fertilizer dust can irritate 
the respiratory system and, in high concentrations, create serious health risks. Inside a bubble, dust 
has nowhere to go, and exposure builds quickly. What feels like a minor nuisance can turn into a 
respiratory hazard in minutes. 

Air you can’t see clearly is air you shouldn’t breathe unprotected. 

Hazards 

• Respiratory irritation or injury 
• Inhalation of harmful particulates 
• Reduced visibility leading to secondary 

hazards 

• Long-term lung health impacts 
• Increased exposure in enclosed or 

poorly ventilated spaces 

 
Stats 

• Airborne dust is a common cause of occupational respiratory illness 
• Enclosed spaces significantly increase particulate concentration 
• Many workers underestimate dust hazards because symptoms develop gradually 
• Proper respiratory protection significantly reduces inhalation exposure 

 
Words of Wisdom 

• If you can see the dust, your lungs can feel it. 
• Containment traps dust and people. 

 
Pause and Think  
Dust hazards often feel less urgent than mechanical or electrical risks because they don’t cause 
immediate pain. But respiratory exposure builds quietly, especially in enclosed areas. When visibility 
drops, it’s a sign that the air is no longer safe to breathe without protection. Stopping work to put on a 
mask isn’t slowing the job it’s preventing invisible damage. 
 

• What materials on our site create hazardous dust? 
• How does containment change the risk level? 
• When should respiratory protection be required, even if it wasn’t planned? 

The bubble filled with dust so thick, 
It made the air feel harsh and quick. 
Mask up fast before you breathe, 
What lungs inhale is hard to leave. 


